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Marc Lefar is the Inaugural Recipient of Open Doors’
“Threshold Award” for His Work Fighting Homelessness

Marc Lefar (Mclntire School of Commerce ’85) has been honored for creating an
innovative new solution to fight homelessness. Working with Atlanta based nonprofit
Open Doors, Lefar envisioned an app that could match people who desperately need
affordable homes with properties that are eager for new residents. Lefar recruited teams of
volunteer software engineers and product experts to effectively build the digital
marketplace. The Property Navigator App serves the needs of caseworkers serving the
homeless and of apartment owners and managers trying to fill vacant units.

Before the digital introduction, nonprofit case managers faced an ordeal when
trying to find available rental units for their clients. Social workers serving the homeless
would often call dozens of properties, fill out a stream of applications, make multiple
deposits, and sometimes still wait months for an apartment approval without success. The
Property Navigator creates a process that removes friction and gets families and individuals
into a home within days-to-weeks instead of months-to-years.

Since its inception, Open Doors has matched over 7,000 homeless individuals in
Atlanta to permanent homes. The efficiency and effectiveness of incorporating technology

will make expansion to markets beyond Atlanta possible. Open Doors is expanding its
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operational concept to Nashville in the near future and is beginning to select other potential
markets for further growth.

Lefar serves as a member of Open Doors’ Board of Directors and has made
significant contribution to the nonprofit’s strategic vision. “I’ve committed to using my
personal and professional resources in the urgent fight to make homelessness brief and
rare,” Lefar said.

Lefar has worked in consumer products, technology and wireless services for over
30 years, so it isn’t surprising that he would connect the dots to bring technology to solve
social problems. In his professional role as CEO of RentPath, he heads a digital
marketplace that connects millions of consumers to apartments through web and app
solutions including ApartmentGuide and Rent.com.

Matt Hurd, Executive Director of Open Doors describes Lefar’s worthiness for the
recognition. “The Threshold Award honors exceptional service to Open Doors and its
mission to prevent homelessness. Over four years, Marc has provided extraordinary
leadership, resources, and generosity to our cause. Marc has worked tirelessly to get

people over the threshold into safe comfortable homes.”
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